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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING SESSIONS   |   2026-2027 
 

Building classrooms 
where multilingual 
learners thrive. 
 
Practical, research-backed professional development that helps every 
educator, not just specialists, support the multilingual learners in their 
care. Each session below is led by Dr. Valentina Gonzalez and is 
grounded in real classroom practice.  
 

 
 

YOUR SPEAKER 
Dr. Valentina Gonzalez 
 
Valentina is an educator, author, and professional 
development facilitator devoted to multilingual 
learners and the teachers who serve them. Through 
RootED Linguistics, she partners with schools 
and districts to deliver interactive, classroom‑tested 
learning — modeling language‑rich instruction in  
real classrooms and equipping educators at every 
level, from new teachers and paraprofessionals to 
coaches and campus leaders. 
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The Sessions​ ​ ​ ​ ​ TEN WAYS TO PARTNER WITH US 

 
 

01Equitable Instruction for English  

Learners in the Content Areas 
 
This interactive workshop equips K–8 content‑area teachers with practical 
strategies to support multilingual learners. With a focus on comprehensible input, 
maintaining grade‑level rigor, and fostering active engagement, the session 
highlights strategies from the book’s fourth chapter, Practical Strategies that Infuse 
Language — the most strategy‑rich chapter, filled with real classroom examples. 
Participants experience modeled techniques firsthand, engage in collaborative 
practice, and explore ways to seamlessly integrate language development into 
everyday instruction. Designed for all teachers, not just ESL specialists. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED AUDIENCE 

●​ K–8 content teachers of English learners 
●​ Instructional coaches 
●​ Campus leaders 
●​ ESL / Bilingual instructional members 

 
FORMATS 
In‑person full or half day · Virtual 3 or 
2 hours 
 
RESOURCE 
Based on Equitable Instruction for English 
Learners in the Content Areas—required for all participants in full-day sessions. 
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02 Designing Success for  

Multilingual Learners/EB Students or English Learners 
 
Educators need confidence, knowledge, and tools to support multilingual learners 
in every classroom. Built around content‑based language instruction that 
integrates language and content, a full day explores culturally inclusive 
instruction, differentiated pedagogy, language acquisition, assessment and 
progress monitoring, and building a supportive community. This engaging session 
leaves participants with a comprehensive toolkit of strategies and resources to 
design success for multilingual learners. Based on Designing Success for Multilingual 
Learners: A Handbook of Instructional Methods (2nd Edition); all participants must 
have the book during the training. 
 
RECOMMENDED AUDIENCE 

●​ K–12 content teachers of 
multilingual learners 

●​ Instructional coaches 
●​ Campus leaders 
●​ ESL / Bilingual instructional members 

 
FORMATS 
In‑person full or half day · Virtual 3 or 
2 hours 
 
RESOURCE 
Designing Success for Multilingual Learners 
(2nd Ed.) — required for all participants for full-day sessions. 
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03 Literacy Practices that Support MLs 

 
This session empowers educators with practical strategies to develop language 
proficiency and reading comprehension in students who bring rich linguistic 
backgrounds to the classroom. Together, we engage in research‑backed approaches 
that celebrate linguistic diversity and leverage the strengths of multilingualism, 
exploring differentiation, accommodations, resources, collaboration, and more. 
Participants leave with a deeper understanding of inclusive, effective practices — 
inspired to implement literacy practices that empower multilingual learners to 
excel academically and become confident, capable students. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED AUDIENCE 

●​ K–12 literacy teachers of multilingual learners 
●​ Literacy coaches 
●​ Literacy leaders 
●​ ESL / Bilingual instructional members 

 
FORMATS 
In‑person full or half day · Virtual 3 or 
2 hours 
 
RESOURCE 
Half/full‑day sessions require Welcome to 
Teaching Multilingual Learners. 
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04 Welcome to Supporting  

Multilingual Learners/Emergent Bilingual Students  
 
New teachers and seasoned veterans alike are welcome to this professional learning 
focused on all things multilingual. We spend the day exploring why 
bilingualism/multilingualism is a valuable asset, and how to leverage linguistic assets 
in our classrooms, and the specific instructional methods that create highly 
effective environments for language development and academic growth. 
Participants will: 

●​ Understand the benefits of multilingualism and how to leverage it for 
academic achievement. 

●​ Explore cultural awareness and its influence on the educational experience of 
multilingual learners. 

●​ Engage in practical techniques for promoting language growth in both native 
and target languages. 

●​ Practice instructional methods that meet learners’ unique needs and language 
proficiency levels. 

●​ Create a classroom atmosphere that validates, affirms, and nurtures confidence 
and inclusivity. 

 
 
RECOMMENDED AUDIENCE 

●​ New teachers & new K–12 teachers 
of MLs 

●​ Instructional coaches 
●​ Campus & district leaders 
●​ ESL / Bilingual instructional members 

 
FORMATS 
In‑person full or half day · Virtual 3 or 
2 hours 
RESOURCE 
Half/full‑day sessions require Welcome to 
Teaching Multilingual Learners. 
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05 Onboarding New ML Teachers:  The Basics 

 
New teachers deserve professional development focused on strategies that support 
multilingual learners. Designed specifically for new educators, this session offers 
an essential introduction to effective approaches for fostering success among 
students from diverse linguistic backgrounds. Participants will: 
 

●​ Explore multilingualism and how to leverage it for academic achievement. 
●​ Understand cultural awareness and its influence on the educational experience 

of MLs. 
●​ Discover practical techniques for promoting language growth in native and 

target languages. 
●​ Examine strategies for tailoring teaching methods to learners’ needs and 

proficiency levels. 
●​ Create a classroom atmosphere that validates, affirms, and nurtures confidence 

and inclusivity. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED AUDIENCE 

●​ New K–12 teachers of 
multilingual learners 

●​ Instructional coaches 
●​ Campus & district leaders 
●​ ESL / Bilingual instructional members 

 
FORMATS 
In‑person full or half day · Virtual 3 or 
2 hours 
 
RESOURCE 
Designing Success for Multilingual Learners 
(2nd Ed.) or Welcome to Teaching 
Multilingual Learners. 
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06 Powering Up ParaEducators of Multilingual Learners   

 
Paraprofessionals are essential stakeholders in the success of multilingual learners 
and their families. This session is designed specifically to equip paraeducators 
with the tools they need to work effectively with students and teachers. 
Participants will: 
 

●​ Explore multilingualism and how to leverage it for academic achievement. 
●​ Discover practical techniques for promoting language growth in native and 

target languages. 
●​ Learn strategies for tailoring teaching methods to learners’ needs and 

proficiency levels. 
●​ Create an atmosphere that validates, affirms, and nurtures confidence 

and inclusivity. 
 

RECOMMENDED AUDIENCE 
●​ K–12 paraprofessional educators of 

multilingual learners 
 
FORMATS 
In‑person full or half day · Virtual 3 or 
2 hours 
 
RESOURCE 
Recommended: Designing Success for MLs. 
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07 Classroom Demonstrations/Lesson Observations 

 
Observing lessons in action is a powerful form of professional development. 
Teachers gather to watch Valentina Gonzalez model a language‑rich lesson in a 
classroom — beginning with a brief overview, followed by the lesson delivery, and 
ending with a debrief. The benefits are many: 
 

●​ Teachers see firsthand how to apply specific methods. 
●​ Each lesson provides a clear, concrete example. 
●​ Built‑in time to discuss, reflect, and ask questions. 
●​ Encourages peer learning and collaboration. 

 
 
RECOMMENDED AUDIENCE 

●​ K–12 teachers of multilingual learners 
●​ Instructional coaches 
●​ Campus & district leaders 
●​ ESL / Bilingual instructional members 

 
FORMATS 
In‑person full or half-day 
 
RESOURCE 
Recommended: Welcome to Teaching 
Multilingual Learners or Equitable Instruction for English 
Learners in the Content Areas 
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08 Sketchnoting to Support ML Minds Across Content Areas and Grade 

Levels  
 
Visuals have the power to tear down language barriers — and sketchnotes amplify 
that power by engaging learners and tapping into their backgrounds and assets. 
This interactive session shows how and why visual note‑taking helps students 
process information and take ownership of their learning. Participants leave with 
strategies that engage students, improve comprehension, and strengthen writing 
across all content areas. Learn how sketchnoting can: 

 

●​ Actively engage learners 
●​ Improve focus 
●​ Increase memory 

●​ Provide a creative release 
●​ Combine words with visuals 
●​ Build from studentsʼ funds of knowledge 

 
RECOMMENDED AUDIENCE 

●​ K–12 content teachers of 
multilingual learners 

●​ Instructional coaches 
●​ Campus leaders 
●​ ESL / Bilingual instructional members 

 
FORMATS 
In‑person full or half day · Virtual 3 or 
2 hours 
 
RESOURCE 
Full‑day sessions require a copy of the 
sketchnoting book. 
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09 The Science of Teaching Reading and Multilingual Learners:  

What Matters 
 
In this session, the science of teaching reading meets the science of language 
acquisition. We address how to teach foundational reading skills to multilingual learners 
and how to leverage students’ full linguistic repertoires while developing 
English as an additional language. This engaging session explores: 
 

●​ Print concepts 
●​ Phonological awareness 
●​ Phonemic awareness and phonemes 
●​ Alphabetic knowledge and phonics 
●​ Morphology and word recognition 
●​ Decoding and encoding,  
●​ The role of oral language 
●​ Culturally inclusive text selections and more for MLs 

 
 
RECOMMENDED AUDIENCE 

●​ K–12 literacy teachers of 
multilingual learners 

●​ Literacy coaches 
●​ Campus & district leaders 
●​ ESL / Bilingual instructional members 

 
FORMATS 
In‑person full or half day · Virtual 3 or 
2 hours 
 
RESOURCE 
Welcome to Teaching Multilingual Learners — 
required for all participants for full-day sessions. 
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10 Welcome to Teaching Emergent Bilingual Students 

In Texas 
This full-day session begins with updates and changes that Texas has made to the 
English language proficiency standards, PLDs, and more. Using the new book, Welcome 
to Teaching Multilingual Learners, we also explore the practical application of the new 
standards and content-based language instruction. Topics include:  
 

●​ ELPS & PLDs Updates 
●​ CBLI Overview 
●​ Practical Classroom & Lesson Plan Application 

RECOMMENDED AUDIENCE 
●​ K–12 teachers of emergent bilingual students in 

Texas 
●​ Instructional coaches 
●​ Campus & district leaders 
●​ ESL / Bilingual instructional members 

 
FORMATS 
In‑person full or half day · Virtual 3 or 
2 hours 
 
RESOURCE 
Welcome to Teaching Multilingual Learners — 
required for all participants for full-day sessions. 
 
 
 

Imagine schools and classrooms where every student thrives, regardless of their 
language background.  

 

Sound like a dream? It doesn’t have to be. Let’s join together to make it a reality.  
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